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When I was eighteen I wanted to be ... Bruce Lee, or at least Chuck Norris.
M y motto is ... give serendipity a chance!

Young people should study chemistry because ... they will have fun, but not before they acquire certain
knowledge. (A rephrased famous saying by Al Meyers: “education is not fun—knowledge is fun!”)

Looking back over my career, | ... thought: man, is that all you have accomplished?
It 1 could be anyone for a day, I would be ... Neil Armstrong on July 21, 1969.

M y first experiment was ... at the age of 5, a rediscovery (99 years after Wohler) of the reaction
between calcium carbide and water. The experiment was supervised by the local 7-9 year old experts,

which helped to get only one scar on my face.

My tavorite quote is ... “In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity” (Albert Einstein).

M y favorite name reactions are ... the Chichibabin and Tishchenko reactions; 10 extra points are

1225-1227.
given to students for correct spelling, 15 more points for close-enough pronunciation.
It 1 could be a piece of lab equipment, I would be ... a GC-MS: I love surprising people.
The most important thing I learned from my students is ... often, they produce more results when I am
out of town.
What I appreciate most about my friends is ... they tolerate me.
My favorite band is ... Deep Purple.
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